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Abstract 
 
This study investigated the Digitization of Nigerian Polytechnic Library Resources for   
Sustainable National Development in the 21st Century. A survey research design was 
adopted and a questionnaire was used for data collection. Accidental sampling technique 
was used in selecting the sample for the study. A total of sixty-two (62) questionnaires were 
distributed to the respondents who comprised the professionals, Para-professional and 
library support staff from the polytechnic libraries in Edo state and fifty- eight (58) 
questionnaire were retrieved and analyzed using mean score, percentage, and frequency 
counts. From the analysis of data collected, the findings revealed that improving library 
visibility, speedy retrieval of document, improved library services, space conservation, and 
increased access to library materials, improve inter-library collaboration, effective 
preservation of library materials, and increase marketing are the major reasons for 
digitization of polytechnics library resources in Edo State. However, inadequate funding, 
insufficient management support, poor internet connectivity, high cost of purchasing 
equipment, erratic power supply, inadequate skilled personnel and lack of planning for 
digitization are the major challenges affecting digitization of polytechnics library resources 
in Edo state. The study recommended that Polytechnic management should ensure that 
library budget, library dues and other monetary allocations for the library are judiciously 
expended on library development especially in the area of digitization. 
 
Keywords: Digitization, library resources, Nigerian polytechnics. National 
development 
 
  Introduction  
 
Digitization being one of the important 
aspects of current global information 
trends fits into library and information 
for sustainable national development. 
Digitization improves access and use of  
 
 
library resources. Fabunmi, Paris, and 
Fabunmi (2006) posited that digitizing 
library collections, the information will 
be accessible to all instead of a group of 
researchers. Digital projects allow users 
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to search for collections rapidly and 
comprehensively from anywhere at any 
time. Digitalization makes the invisible 
to be visible. Several users can access the 
same materials at the same time without 
hindrance. It also removes the problems 
of distances, as users do not have to 
travel to libraries that possess the hard 
copies of library materials before they 
can access and use such materials. 
Pandey and Misra (2014) noted that 
“academic libraries are digitizing 
materials because they know the 
continuing valve of library resources for 
learning, teaching, research, scholarship, 
documentation, and public 
accountability. They further stated that 
“another reason of digitization is to make 
access facilities to these resources: to 
preserve the age-old materials for long 
use which use which are important and 
valuable for future, to facilitate new 
forms of access and use; better and 
enhanced access to defined stock of 
research materials; creation of a single 
point of access to documentation from 
different institutions concerning a 
special subject; support for democratic 
consideration by making public records 
more widely accessible; better search and 
retrieval facilities for library types of 
materials, to give the institution 
opportunities for the development of its 
technical infrastructure and staff skills 
capacity. 
 
 Statement of the problem  
With the advent of information and 
communication technology (ICT) and the 
internet facilities, the traditional 
functions of the library as a place for 
storage and dissemination of 
information has changed drastically. 
Academic libraries are duly bound to 
acquire, preserve and disseminate 
information for teaching, learning and 
research from whatever source to its 
clientele in this information age. This has 
led to academic libraries in Africa and 
Nigeria in particular, to embark on the 
integration of technology in their 
operations (Oni, Abu, and Ekeniyere, 
2018). Otebelu and Ume (2015) opined 
that there is a need for such sources of 
information to be kept, preserved and 
made available in a more convenient and 
accessible format. The digitization of 
academic library resources has a lot of 
invaluable benefit such as increasing the 
visibility of the library’s resources, 
improve services delivery to the users, 
enhanced access to current and vast 
amount of information from remote 
sites/location as users can easily access 
library resources from different parts of 
the world no matter the distance, 
flexibility of information search and 
retrieval. Some universities in Nigeria 
are making frantic effort to digitize their 
library resources for effective and 
efficient service delivery.   According to 
Musa et al., (2014), some universities in 
Nigeria have started digitization of their 
resources. Kashim Ibrahim Library, 
which is the main library of Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria, their digitization 
project started in July 2005; University of 
Jos in 2009 becoming the first institution 
(University) to establish an institutional 
repository (IR) and second in West Africa 
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after University of Science and 
Technology, Ghana; University of 
Nigeria  Nsukka joined the trend in 2008, 
as it commenced the digitation of its 
resources; Federal University of 
Technology, Akure, started in 2011, 
using D space (application software) in 
managing the institutional content of 
their repository and Covenant 
University in the year 2012 becoming the 
first private university that owns 
institutional repository. Igwesi (2010) 
noted that Nnamdi Azikiwe University, 
Akwa; the Federal University of 
Technology Owerri and Obafemi 
Awolowo University, (OAU) Ile-Ife are 
digitizing their resources. However, 
polytechnics in Nigeria have not done 
much in the digitization of their library 
resources. It is against this backdrop that 
this study attempt to investigate 
Digitization of Nigerian Polytechnics 
Library Resources for Sustainable 
National Development in the 21st 
Century. 
 
Objective of the study  
The objective of this research is to 
investigate digitization of Nigerian 
polytechnics library resources for 
sustainable national development in the 
21st century. The specific objectives 
include: 
1. Ascertain the reasons for digitizing 
library resources in Polytechnic libraries 
in Edo state.  
2. Determine the level of skills needed for 
the digitization of Polytechnic libraries in 
Edo state 
3. Identify the challenges militating against 
the digitization of polytechnic library 
resources in Edo state. 
     
Research Questions 
To achieve the foregoing objectives, the 
following research questions are asked. 
 
1. What are the reasons for digitizing 
polytechnic library resources in Edo 
state? 
2. What are the levels of skills needed for 
the digitization of Polytechnic libraries in 
Edo state? 
3. What are the challenges militating 
against the digitization of polytechnic 
library resources in Edo state? 
  
  Literature review 
 
Digitizing Polytechnics Library 
Resources 
UNESCO (2002) in one of her publication 
titles “the guidelines for digitization 
project” stated that the reason for 
implementing a digitization project are 
varied, and may well overlap. These 
reasons include: 
 
Increase access: This is the most obvious 
and primary reason where there is 
thought to be high demand from users 
and the library or archive has the desire 
to improve access to a specific collection; 
Improve services to an expanding user’s 
group by providing enhanced access to 
the institution’s resources with respect to 
education, long-life learning. 
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Reduce the handling use of fragile or 
heavy used original materials and create 
a “back-up” for an endangered material 
such as brittle books or documents; 
 
Give the institution opportunities for the 
development of its technical 
infrastructure and staff skill capacity. 
 
Establish a sharing partnership with 
other institutions to create a virtual 
collection and increase worldwide 
access; 
 
Seek partnership with other institutions 
to capitalize on the economic advantages 
of a shared approach. 
 
Ibinaiye (2012) summarized the reasons 
for digitization in the library as follows: 
Universal Access: People from all over 
the world gain access to the same 
information as long as an internet 
connection is available. 
 
Capacity: There are limited storage 
spaces in traditional libraries while the 
digital library has the potential to store 
much information simply because digital 
information requires very physical space 
to contain them. 
 
Cost: The cost of maintaining a digital 
library is much lower than that of a 
traditional library. A traditional must 
spend large sums of money paying for 
staff, book maintenance, rent, and 
additional books 
 
Improved Searching method through 
different search engines and 
manipulation of information. 
 
Accessibility of information is made 
possible in a short time. 
 
Improve collaboration with other 
information institutions and centers, 
opportunities to form consortia where 
they can pull their resources together 
and get a good bargain of the scale of 
acquire library software. 
 
Digitization Skills of Polytechnics 
Library Staff 
Sreenivasilus (2000) emphasizes that 
digital information system management 
refers to the overall competencies, 
knowledge, know-how, skills, and 
attitude necessary to create, store, 
organize, retrieve and disseminate 
digital information in digital libraries. 
Due to the changing nature of 
librarianship resulting from the 
increasing amount of information 
available in digital format, educating 
digital librarians who are competent to 
work in the dynamic and complex digital 
environment has become a high priority 
within the library and information 
science profession and schools. 
According to Usman and Lyun (2007), 
the competency of the digital librarian is 
represented by a different set of skills, 
attitudes, and value that will enable 
him/her to work as digital information 
professional or digital knowledge 
worker and communicator. Sreenivasilu 
states that the first skill and competency 
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that a digital librarian is expected to 
develop are the ability to manage 
knowledgeable and a digital library in 
terms of digital knowledge and digital 
library management. Litman (2001) 
points out the skills needed by library 
staff in digitization include Digital Right 
Management (DRM). This is defined as a 
collective name for technologies that 
prevent you from using a copyrighted 
digital work beyond the degree to which 
the copyright owner wishes to allow you 
to it. DRM facilitates the protection of 
digital work using technological 
methods such as encryption and digital 
marking requiring passwords and limits 
on the numbers of times database could 
be copied and used. Digital Marking is a 
simple label that attaches right to 
information content or watermarks that 
typically hide information that can be 
used to identify a work. 
 
Igun (2006) emphasized that the training 
of the librarian for the 21st century must 
be mainly in the mode of a digital 
librarian. Zhou cited in Agbo (2015) 
pointed out the responsibilities of digital 
librarians as the following: 
 Select, acquire, preserve, organize and 
manage digital collections, 
 Design the technical architecture of the 
digital library, 
 Plan, implement, and support digital 
services such as information navigation, 
consultation and transmit services, 
 Establish friendly user interface over the 
network for the digital library,  
 Design, maintain and transmit/add-
value to information products, 
 Protect digital intellectual property in the 
network environment and 
 Ensure an information society. 
 
Ezeani and Ezema (2007) advocated the 
for the training of librarians in the 
technical know-how of the digitalization 
process to acquire the required 
competencies such as technical skills in 
metadata, checking and verifying of 
digitized resources for quality control 
and selection of hardware and software. 
Usman and Lyun (2007) posit that the 
digital librarians and required to acquire 
skills and sophisticated competencies to: 
 Manage the digital libraries, 
 Organize digital information from the 
computer-held digital information, 
 Provide digital information service and 
electronic knowledge warehouse, 
 Handle the tasks of massive digitization, 
digital storage, process, and digital 
preservation. 
 Provide universal access and retrieval of 
digital knowledge. 
 
Challenges Affecting the Digitization 
of Polytechnics Library Resources 
The advent of digital technology and 
digitization of library resources poses a 
lot of challenges to the major 
stakeholders, that is, the library 
management, employees and library 
users. In developing countries, 
digitization has posed serious challenges 
to librarians and other information 
managers (Oni, Abulaw, and Ekeniyere, 
2018). Chidi and Oyeronke (2011) opined 
that the departure from the manual 
methods of carrying out library services 
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has without a doubt improved the 
quality of service offered by the library to 
its clientele and it has also, on the other 
hand, brought about a reasonable degree 
of technostress experienced by 
professional librarians while carrying 
out library services. Usman and Lyun 
(2007) identified some of these 
challenges which include: inadequate 
funds, lack of digitization equipment 
inadequate knowledge and skills, lack of 
institutional policy and lack of electricity 
support. Mutula and Ojedoku (2008) 
identified some challenges of digital 
library development in African which 
include; severe financial constraints, 
inadequate infrastructure (i.e. electricity, 
telephone line, building etc.), outdated 
staff training opportunities and facilities, 
harsh environmental conditions, 
acceleration equipment degradation, 
inadequate salaries and difficult working 
conditions, and inadequate skills in 
strategic planning and in grant proposal 
for Digital Library Projects. Inadequate 
funding had been a hindrance to library 
development in developing countries. 
Despite the shrinking budgetary 
allocation to polytechnic libraries, the 
libraries do not even have access to the 
money neither are they aware of the 
availability of such funds. In Nigeria, 
students pay the library fees alongside 
with school fees but the institution 
management in most cases do not use the 
money for library development. If not 
Tertiary Education Trust Fund 
(TETFUND) most polytechnic libraries 
in Nigeria would have been in shamble. 
Stafan (2001) advocated for the allocation 
of adequate fund for the digital 
conversion by the appropriate 
authorities.  
 
A financial constraint has been a bane to 
the effective and efficient management of 
the library; hence the need to put into 
consideration adequate source of fund 
and funding. Most polytechnic libraries 
do not have the basic information 
technology infrastructures or facilities 
that would facilitate the establishment of 
an institutional repository. Some 
polytechnic libraries do not have a 
website, computers, Wi-Fi (internet 
connectivity), server, etc. Internet facility 
is a general factor in accessing 
knowledge in this 21st century. 
Management of polytechnics in Nigeria 
should provide these facilities as a top 
priority. A perennial problem in many 
universities is that not all researchers 
may have their own computer, or one 
that is linked to the University network, 
or one with the right software on that 
computer (Chibini, 2011). INASP (2005) 
in its survey report states that, use of e-
journals in Africa is greatly hampered by 
the following factors: Lack of library 
automation systems, Poor ICT facilities, 
Lack of e-journals, Poor connectivity to 
the Internet, Poor funding, Lack of 
management support/commitment, 
Lack of user education in use of e-
journals and Low bandwidth, etc. Lack 
of automation in most polytechnic 
libraries in Nigeria has hampered 
digitization of library resources. 
Automation of the library is a sine-qua-
non to the establishment of Institutional 
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repository.  Some librarians in academic 
are not ICT compliance. They cannot 
operate a computer, use the internet, 
social media, etc. as a result, they do not 
support any IT driving policy and 
program. Baro, Oyeniran, and Ateboh 
(2013) posited that among the major 
challenges facing digital library projects 
in Africa has been the readiness of 
academic libraries in terms of skills and 
knowledge to implement digital library 
services.  
 
Rosenberg (2006) averred that skills in e-
resources management, e-service 
development, full-text digitization, and 
teaching skills are lacking in African 
University Libraries. Polytechnic 
libraries are even worse. Information and 
communication technology skills in 
Nigerian tertiary institution face a lot of 
challenges Technophobia has led to the 
delay in the application of ICT in 
performing library services in Nigeria. 
The new information revolution in 
librarianship has provided a unique 
platform for speedy provision and 
dissemination of information. This 
highly celebrated technology in 
librarianship has also created some 
distresses. This technological change 
could be resisted due to phobia (Ekuoye, 
Oni and Momoh, 2015).  Safahieh and 
Asemi (2008) assessed the computer 
literacy skill of librarians in Isfahan 
University of Iran. The results indicated 
that the majority of the librarians have 
acquired their computer skill through 
informal channels. The most common 
problem cited in computer usage was a 
frequent breakdown of the system, 
electric power failure, and inadequate 
computers in the libraries and librarians' 
inadequate computer skills. Ramesh, 
Babu, Vinayagamoorthy, and 
Gopalakrishnan (2007) conducted a 
study of ICT skills among librarians in 
engineering educational institutions in 
Tamil Nadu to identify the types of ICT 
skills, assess the level of skill, the means 
of acquiring ICT skills and identify the 
constraints in acquiring such skills by the 
librarians. The study found that the 
librarians of these institutions have 
acquired basic skills in ICT, but they 
lacked knowledge about network-based 
services and digital library services. 
 
Methodology 
 
The survey research design will be 
adopted for the study. The choice of the 
survey as the research design for the 
project was necessitated by the nature of 
the study. This is because the survey 
design gives room for studying very 
small and large population. It enables the 
researcher to gather data from members 
of the selected population with the aid of 
the questionnaire in order to determine 
the current status of the issue under 
study from the respective institution 
(Foddy, 2004 cited in Oni, Abu and 
Ekeeniyere, 2018). The population of this 
study consisted of the entire 
professional, para-professional and 
library support staff of the selected 
polytechnics library in Edo state. The 
polytechnics are Auchi polytechnic, 
Auchi and Edo state polytechnic, Usen. 
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The total population is sixty-two (62) 
library staff. The researchers consider the 
population to be small and such they 
decided to use the entire population as a 
sample using accidental sampling 
technique. The research instrument 
adopted for this study was the 
questionnaire. The questionnaire was 
designed in line with the research 
objective and other relevant information 
related to the research. The questionnaire 
was structured into two sections: Section 
one contained the bio-data of the 
respondents and section two dealt with 
items raised from the research questions 
of the study. Mean Score, Percentage and 
frequency counts were used in the data 
analysis. Any item with a mean score of 
3.0 and above is considered as an 
acceptable standard for judgment/ 
decision making in this study. 
                   
Results 
 
The researchers distributed a total of 
sixty- two (62) copies of the 
questionnaire to the respondents but 
fifty- eight (58) were returned completed. 
This indicates a percentage of 93.5% 
which the researcher considered 
appropriate for use. 
 
Table1: Analysis of Returned Questionnaires 
Categories of 
staff  
No. of Respondents Percentage 
Professional 14 24 
Para-
professional  
12 21 
Library 
support staff 
32 55 
Total 58 100 
Source: field survey, 2019 
 
Table 1 reveals that majority of the respondents were library support staff with 32 (55%), 
while 14 (24%) of the respondents were professional and 12 (21%) were 
Paraprofessionals. 
 
Table 2 Gender Distribution of Respondents 
Sex Frequency Percentage (%) 
Male 25 43 
Female 33 57 
Total  58 100 
Source: field survey, 2019 
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Table 2 shows the gender distribution of 
respondents. The result reveals that 33  
 
(57%) of the respondents were females 
while 25 (43%) were males. This implies  
 
that there was more female among the 
respondents. 
 
 
 
Table3: Reasons for Digitization of Polytechnics Library Resources 
 
Reasons for 
Digitization 
N SA A Total  D S
D 
Total  Mean Decision 
No % N
o  
% 
Increase 
access to 
library 
materials 
58 34 22 56 96.6 2 - 2 3.4 3.5 A 
Effective 
preservation 
of library 
material  
58 18 33 51 87.9 7 - 7 12.
1 
3.2 A 
Improved 
library 
services 
58 32 25 57 98.3 1 - 1 1.7 3.5 A 
Improve 
inter-library 
collaboration 
58 30 20 50 82.2 8 - 8 13.
8 
3.4 A 
Improving 
library 
visibility 
58 42 12 54 93.1 4 - 4 6.9 3.7 A 
Speedy 
retrieval of 
document 
58 43 14 57 98.3 1 - 1 1.7 3.7 A 
Increase 
marketing 
58 31 9 40 69.0 13 5 18 31.
0 
3.1 A 
Space 
conservation 
58 36 13 49 84.5 9 - 9 15.
5 
3.5 A 
Key: N=No of the respondents, A = Accepted, R = Rejected,  
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Table 3, revealed the reasons for 
Digitization of Polytechnics Library 
Resources. The following were strongly 
agreed and agreed by the respondents as  
the reasons for the digitization of 
polytechnics library resources. They 
include improving library visibility,  
 
speedy retrieval of a document, 
improved library services, space 
conservation and increased access to 
library material, improve inter-library 
collaboration, effective preservation of 
library material, and increase marketing; 
these had a mean weight of 3.7, 3.7, 3.5, 
3.5, 3.5, 3.4, 3.2 and 3.1 respectively. 
 
 
 
Table: 4: The level of digitization skills possessed by polytechnic library staff in Edo 
 state 
The extent of 
Skills Possessed 
N VGE GE LE NA Mean  Decision 
Scanning skill 58 22 23 6 7 3.0 A 
Book marketing 
skill 
58 13 15 11 19 2.4 R 
Signing of 
digital signature 
58 7 11 20 20 2.1 R 
Internet surfing 
skill 
58 26 23 8 1 3.3 A 
Cataloguing of 
digital resources 
58 26 12 11 9 3.0 A 
 
Creation & 
management of 
library website 
58 3 4 28 23 1.8 R 
Database 
management 
skill 
58 8 11 13 26 2.0 R 
Trouble shooting 
skill 
58 13 17 18 10 2.6 A 
Printing skill 58 31 7 13 7 3.1 A 
Document 
downloading 
skill 
58 16 11 17 14 2.5 R 
Key: N= No of Respondents, VGE = Very Great Extent, GE = Great Extent, LE= Low 
Extent, NA = Not At All, A = Accepted, R = Rejected 
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The result of the mean of various 
parameters as contained in table 4. The 
table above indicated that the library 
staff understudy possessed the following 
digitization skills to a great extent: 
Internet surfing skill with a mean score 
of 3.3, printing skill with 3.1 mean  
score, scanning skill with a mean of 3.0 
and Cataloguing of digital resources 
with a mean of 3.0. 
 
 
 
Table 5: Challenge affecting the digitization of polytechnic library Resources in Edo  
  state 
Challenge 
militating 
against 
digitization 
N SA A Total  D SD Total  Mean Decision 
No  % No  % 
Lack of 
planning 
digitization 
58 17 25 42 72.4 13 3 16 27.6 3.0 A 
Inadequate 
funding 
58 34 20 54 93.1 4 - 4 6.9 3.5 A 
Inadequate 
skilled 
personnel 
58 19 28 47 81.0 10 1 11 19.0 3.1 A 
High cost of 
purchasing 
equipment 
58 32 16 48 82.8 10 - 10 17.2 3.2 A 
Erratic 
power 
supply 
58 26 17 43 74.1 12 3 15 25.9 3.1 A 
Insufficient 
managemen
t support 
58 36 14 50 86.2 6 2 8 13.8 3.4 A 
Poor 
internet 
connectivity 
58 32 17 49 84.5 7 2 9 15.5 3.4 A 
Key: N=No of the respondents, A = Accepted, R = Rejected. 
 
Table 5 reveals Challenge affecting the 
digitization projects in polytechnic 
libraries in Edo state. The result of the 
table indicated that the respondents  
 
unanimously strongly agreed and 
agreed that inadequate funding is one of 
the major challenges inhibiting 
digitalization of library resources with a 
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mean score of 3.5. Insufficient 
management support and Poor internet 
connectivity were also strongly agreed 
and agreed by a majority of the 
respondents as a challenge affecting the 
digitization projects in polytechnic 
libraries in Edo state with a mean score 
of 3.4 respectively.  Others are High cost 
of purchasing equipment with a mean 
score of 3.2, erratic power supply with a 
mean score of 3.1, inadequate skilled 
personnel with a mean score of 3.1 and 
Lack of planning digitization with a 
mean score of 3.0. 
 
Discussion of Finding 
 
The study revealed that there are a lot of 
reasons for the digitization of 
polytechnics library resources which 
include: to improve library visibility, 
speedy retrieval of a document, 
improved library services, space 
conservation, increased access to library 
materials, improve inter-library 
collaboration, effective preservation of 
library materials, and increase 
marketing. This finding corroborates the 
earlier observation made by Pandy and 
Misra (2014) stated that the reasons for 
digitization access information 
materials, to preserve library materials 
for long use, easy search, and retrieval of 
the library. 
 
The study pointed out the level of 
digitization skills possessed by 
polytechnics library staff in Edo state to 
include Internet surfing skill, printing 
skill, scanning skill and Cataloguing of 
digital resources. This finding is in 
congruence with Sreenivasilus (2000) 
who emphasized that digital information 
system management refers to the overall 
competencies, knowledge, know-how, 
skills, and attitude necessary to create, 
store, organize, retrieve and disseminate 
digital information in digital libraries. In 
a related development, Ezeani and 
Ezema (2007) advocated for training and 
retraining of librarians on the technical 
know-how of the digitalization process 
to acquire the required competencies 
such as technical skills in metadata 
checking, selection of hardware, 
software and verifying of digitized 
resources for quality control. 
The study further revealed that there are 
challenges militating against the 
digitization of polytechnics library 
resources for sustainable national 
development in the 21st century.  Some of 
the challenges are inadequate funding, 
insufficient management support, and 
poor internet connectivity, high cost of 
purchasing equipment, erratic power 
supply, inadequate skilled personnel 
and lack of planning for digitization. 
This finding is in agreement with the 
report of Usman (2007) who revealed 
that “inadequate funds, lack of 
digitization equipment, inadequate 
knowledge and skills, lack of 
institutional policy and lack of electricity 
support” are the major challenges of 
digitization. This finding was also 
corroborated by Mutula and Ojedoku 
(2008), that identified some challenges of 
digital library development in African to 
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include; severe financial constraints, 
inadequate infrastructure (i.e. electricity, 
telephone line, building etc.), outdated 
staff training opportunities and facilities, 
harsh environmental conditions, 
acceleration equipment degradation, 
inadequate salaries and difficult working 
conditions, and inadequate skills in 
strategic planning and in grant proposal 
for Digital Library Projects. Inadequate 
funding had been a hindrance to library 
development in developing countries. 
 
Summary 
 
1. The finding revealed that 
improving library visibility, 
speedy retrieval of a document, 
improved library services, space 
conservation, increased access to 
library materials, improve inter-
library collaboration, effective 
preservation of library materials, 
and increase marketing are the 
major reasons for the digitization 
of polytechnics library resources 
in Edo state   
2. The finding showed that Internet 
surfing skill, printing skill, scanning 
skill and cataloging of digital 
resources are major digital skills 
possessed by polytechnics library 
staff in Edo state. 
3. From the analysis, the finding 
revealed that inadequate funding, 
insufficient management support, 
poor internet connectivity, high cost 
of purchasing equipment, erratic 
power supply, inadequate skilled 
personnel and lack of planning for 
digitization are the major challenges 
affecting digitization of polytechnics 
library resources in Edo State 
 
Conclusion 
 
Digitization of Nigerian polytechnic 
libraries resources is very crucial for 
sustainable national development in the 
21st century. No library in the world is 
static. As a matter of fact, the fifth law of 
librarianship stated that the library is a 
growing organism. Dynamism is a very  
 
 
a crucial attribute of academic libraries 
where polytechnics library falls into. 
digitization facilitates easy access and 
use of information resources.  
Digitization of polytechnic libraries 
facilitates speedy access and utilization 
of information and knowledge by the 
research community which would 
enhance sustainable national 
development. Digitization of polytechnic 
libraries would improve library 
visibility, speedy retrieval of a 
document, improved library services, 
space conservation, increased access to 
library materials, improve inter-library 
collaboration, effective preservation of 
library materials, and increase marketing 
of libraries and their resources. it would 
showcase polytechnics library resources 
to the scholarly world. Some skills such 
as the Internet surfing skill, printing skill, 
scanning skill, cataloging of digital 
resources and other digital skills are 
required from library staff to fully 
digitalized polytechnic library resources. 
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Digitization of polytechnics library 
resources in Nigeria particularly Edo 
state is hampered by inadequate 
funding, insufficient management 
support, poor internet connectivity, high 
cost of purchasing equipment, erratic 
power supply, inadequate skilled 
personnel and lack of planning for 
digitization.   
 
Recommendations 
 
Based on the findings of this study, the 
following recommendations are made: 
1. Polytechnic management should 
ensure that library budget, library 
dues and other monetary 
allocations for the library are 
judiciously expended on library 
development especially in the 
area of digitization. 
2. Polytechnic management should 
be committed to library 
development by providing it with 
the necessary infrastructures and 
facilities such as strong internet 
connectivity to facilitate effective 
and efficient digitization of the 
library resources in order to 
provide 21st century services for 
sustainable national 
development. 
3. Polytechnic authorities should 
ensure that training and 
retraining of library staff is a 
priority by sponsoring them to 
workshops, seminars and 
conferences on digitization in 
order to acquire all the relevant 
and up to date digitization skills.  
4. Alternative power supply to be 
provided such as high capacity 
standby generator and the solar 
electricity in order to leverage the 
problem of erratic power supply 
in digitization of library resources 
for sustainable national 
development. 
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